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name of Grubba an eminent attorney in the City, and Clerk
to the Company. He desired me to sit down next to him
at table, and said he would take care of me. At two .o'clock
we landed at the Castle and by three the party, consisting
of upwards of one hundred, sat down to a magnificent
dinner, consisting of three courses, in which every luxury
in the eating way appeared. This was followed by a dessert
equally splendid and costly with every hot house fruit
procurable. My new friend Mr. Grubb, who seemed to have
taken a prodigious liking to me, observing that I poured
down champagne at a great rate, with much good nature
cautioned me, observing that as I could not be in the habit
of drinking such potent wine, it would soon affect and
make me ill, to which I replied that I could drink as much
as the best of them, and thanks to my friend Henley, and
other Westminsters with whom I frequently took of large
potations, though not of champagne certainly, but port,
strong ales, and punch, and when our funds were low as
sometimes happened, hot flip, I had, for such a youngster,
a tolerably strong head.

As the evening advanced, my spirits were exhilarated,
and I sung several songs with which the company were
highly pleased, though some of them expressed no little
surprise at my selection, which undoubtedly was not of
the modestest sort. The party sat to a late hour, but I
held out until they broke up, when I was so drunk that
on rising from my chair I fell flat on the floor, where I
was given in charge of the master of the house who knew
me well. He had me put to bed, where I slept as if
dead until ten the next morning, at which time I awoke
with an excruciating headache, and found myself and the
bedclothes in woeful plight, having whilst I lay like a beast,
quite senseless, disgorged from my overcharged stomach
all the good things I had put into it. Upon going down
stairs I found considerable relief from drinking strong
coffee which the landlord's wife had very considerately
prepared for me. I was then told that the company had
departed about one in the morning, some of them in full